
****PLEASE READ FIRST****
2011 USS CANBERRA
Reunion Information

Branson, MO
12-16 October 2011

Time is running out to sign up for our 2011 Reunion. The
cutoff for all reservations is Monday, September 12th.
The Hotel Contract and our Contract with Armed Forces
Reunions both state that reservations must be in their
hands by Monday, September 12th to be able to
“guarantee” your spot.
After that date, hotel and tour reservations will only be
accepted on a space available basis and hotel rates cannot
be guaranteed. As in the past, tour reservations may be
limited to a first come first served basis. Please remember,
we have a very liberal cancellation policy. So reserve early
and cancel out at a later date if you find you cannot make
the reunion.
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For Reunion First Timers
It won’t take you long to figure out that the place to be at
the reunion is the USS Canberra Hospitality Room, located
in Hospitality Suite 251.
October is usually a beautiful month in the Branson area
with temperatures averaging 64-75 during the day and
41-52 at night.
The daily dress code is casual. It is also casual for all of our
tours. At the Saturday evening banquet the men usually
wear a suit or sports coat with tie.
Some of our tours require some walking, so bring a good
pair of walking shoes. (Temperatures from the National Weather Service)

****50/50 Drawing News****
At press time there have been over $1800 in 50/50 tickets
returned. If you wish to purchase additional tickets, drop a
check in the mail to Ron Nullet at P.O. Box 614;
Centereach, NY 11720-0614 in the amount of $10 for each
set of 12 tickets. Ron will complete the stubs for you
(please send address labels if you want Ron to fill out
your tickets). As in past years, additional tickets will
NOT be available at the 2011 Reunion. The purchase of
50/50 tickets is a great way to support the Association.
Not only does it provide support, but it gives you an
opportunity to cash in on some big bucks at the same time.
Right now the first prize is already valued at over $360
and it will only continue to grow as we get closer to the
reunion. Remember, winners need not be present at the
Reunion to win. The drawings will be held at the Saturday
morning business meeting.
No tickets can be accepted after the 30th of September.

Commemorative Hats & Mugs
This year's ball hats and coffee mugs are in the process of
being manufactured. They will both be sent directly to the
hotel in Branson. A free coffee mug will be given for each
registration. Sorry, only one cup per registration!
As in past years, ball caps will be given to those shipmates
that purchase tickets for the Raffle Table at the reunion.
Additional hats and mugs will be available for sale at and
following the reunion. This years ball caps will again
come in Navy Blue, Scarlet and Summer White. If you do
not plan to be at this years reunion, you can contact me to
reserve your cap and mug for delivery after the reunion.
They will ship sometime from late October to early
November. The price of hats will be at $17 each including
postage, the price of mugs will also be $17 each including
postage, if ordered separately. Mugs are in full color. The
cost of one cup and one hat, including Priority Mail
postage is $32.00 if ordered at the same time.
Write, e-mail or phone Ken for multiple order prices.

Contents of the Members of the Crew
Found Shipmates Page 2
Supreme Commander Page 2
Reunion Hotel Information Page 3
Missing A Newsletter? Page 3
Attention 1968 Vietnam Vets Page 3
Reunion Registration Forms Info Page 3
HMAS Canberra III Page 4



Page 3 of 4 Pages Members of the Crew - Volume 18, Number 2 - Summer Edition

The Supreme Commander

Following are names of USS Canberra Shipmates that have met the Supreme Commander.

Shipmate Ship Div. Aboard Hometown Departed
Conway, James J., III CAG-2 Warrington, PA 5/2/1989
Duda, Edward R. CAG-2 9th 64-65 4/22/1993
Jeter, Joseph F. CAG-2 59-61 Kingsport, TN 1/7/1995
Berg, Harold CAG-2 56-58 San Mateo, CA 4/30/2011
Powers, Wallace A. CAG-2 57-60 McKeesport, PA 5/13/2011
Rappold, Edwin W. CA-70 43-46 Williamsburg, VA 5/29/2011
Henderson, Francis H., Sr. CA-70 Worcester, MA 6/1/2011
Vance, Romie CAG-2 60-63 Chesapeake, VA 6/1/2011
Davis, Charles M. CAG-2 OI 61-63 Seneca, SC 6/5/2011
Fleming, Lewis C. (Lew) CAG-2 N Houston, TX 6/6/2011
Lewis, B. Dean CAG-2 S 56-58 Oshkosh, WI 6/11/2011
Hoover, James S., Jr. CAG-2 3rd 64-69 Dayton, TN 6/13/2011
Hicks, John D. CA-70 44-45 Charlotte, NC 6/14/2011
Rust, James W. CAG-2 Minot, ND 6/20/2011
Schieffler, Joseph “Cocomo” CAG-2 Harvey, LA 6/24/2011
Braadt, George W. CA-70 43-46 Port Richmond, NY 6/29/2011
Mavrofrides, Aristotle A. “Mike” CA-70 F 43-45 Haverhill, MA 7/5/2011
Giannetti, Frank CA-70 8th 43-46 Rio Rancho, NM 7/18/2011
Materna, Paul CA-70 E 43-46 Montgomery, AL 7/18/2011
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Found Shipmates

Following are more names of USS Canberra Shipmates that have been found since
the 2006 Directory was published. If you want to contact any of them, let Ken know.

Shipmate Ship Div. Hometown Years
Buckley, Everett T. “Tom” CAG-2/70 R Lafayette, LA 1967-68
Del Vecchio, Dennis J. CAG-2 Deck Las Vegas, NV 1968-68
Erskine, Craig L. CAG-2 H Henderson, NV 1965-66
Hames, Robert M. CA-70 B Valier, MT 1968-70
Hannum, Charles R. CAG-2 Weap Officer Chula Vista, CA 1963-65
Harrison, Jeffery CA-70 Ops San Diego, CA 1969-70
Maffett, Sidney CAG-2 Wilmington, DE 1962-65
Parrish, Hubert N. CAG-2 F Little Torch Key, FL 1956-57
Seppala, Richard M. CAG-2 Maplewood, MN 1967-68
Starnes, Donald E. CAG-2 B Locust, NC 1959-61

******Association e-mail Addresses******
Please note, the Association currently has two e-mail addresses: crewservices@usscanberra.com and
usscanberra@gmail.com. The crewservices@usscanberra.com will possibly be discontinued after 1
October due to a change in website servers. The preferred e-mail address is: usscanberra@gmail.com



Airport Transportation
Lodge of the Ozarks does not offer airport shuttle service.
Airport transportation from the Springfield-Branson
National Airport should be arranged in advance. The hotel
recommends Terry Transportation for airport shuttle
service from the Springfield-Branson airport. Currently
they offer a rate of $69 per person each way, prices is
based on transporting four or fewer guests. All prices are
subject to changes, and attendees should verify pricing
when making reservations. For questions or to make
advance reservations, please call (417) 331-2821. In
addition, you may try All American Shuttle at (417) 331-
2722. Their rate is $70 for up to two people, each way.
Advance reservations only. Gray Line offers
transportation to and from the smaller and privately
owned Branson airport. Currently, the rates are $27 one
way for up to two people and $49 roundtrip. Please call
(800) 542-6768 for information and reservations.

RV Information
Parking is available for RVs at the hotel. For full hook-up
service, consider Branson KOA on Animal Safari Road. It
is approximately two miles from the hotel. Call (417) 334-
4414 for information, directions, and reservations.

Rental Wheelchairs
Should you need to rent a wheelchair for the reunion,
ScootAround rents both manual and power wheel chairs
by the day and week. Please call their toll free number at
(888) 441-7575 for details. All prices quoted include
delivery fees.
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USS Canberra
2011 Reunion Site

Lodge of the Ozarks
BRANSON, MO

(417) 334-7535 (877) 327-9894
The Lodge of the Ozarks is located at:
3431 West Highway 76, Branson, MO 65616

Directions To The Hotel
Going South on US 65 from Springfield, MO, take the
MO-76/Main St exit toward US-65 N/76 Country Blvd.
Then turn left onto W Main St, then a slight left onto W 76
Country Blvd. The Hotel is on the right in 3+ miles.
Traveling North on US 65 towards Branson, Take the
MO-76/Main St exit toward US-65 W/76 Country Blvd.
Then Turn left onto W Main St, then a slight left onto W
76 Country Blvd. Destination will be on the right in 3+
miles.

USS Canberra Wearables
Ship’s Silhouette Hats

We have Ship’s Silhouette Hats in stock. The cost for each
hat will be $17.00 per cap including priority mail postage.
The hats are available in Navy Blue and Summer White in
the CA-70 version. The CAG-2 version hats are available
in Navy Blue, Summer White or Scarlet. If you are
interested in purchasing one or more of these hats you can
contact Ken via mail, e-mail or telephone.

USS Canberra Jackets
USS Canberra jacket orders are now being accepted.
We are only offering the CAG-2 version. The price of a
jacket is $100 including shipping, your first name can be
embroidered on the left breast for an additional $5.
The Jackets are only available in Blue.
USS Canberra Golf and Chambray Shirts

We have a limited number of golf shirts in Red, White or
Blue. They are $28 including shipping. Chambray shirts
are $33 including shipping. You can order either the
Jacket or Shirts by contacting: Ron Nullet at:
P.O. Box 614; Centereach, NY 11720-0614.

***Reunion Registration Forms***
If you need a replacement Reunion Registration Form,
contact Ken or Ron. Those with computers can register
on-line at: www.afr-reg.com/canberra

**ATTENTION USS CANBERRA**
****1968 VIETNAM VETS****

Philip Sandell, of the USS Hugh Purvis (DD-709)
Association, has asked the USS Canberra Reunion
Association for our help in obtaining, for their
Association, either photos or film of the firefight that took
place at Hon Matt Island, North Vietnam on 1 November
1968.
The Purvis was in the company of the USS Canberra and
two other destroyers during this firefight.
If you have any photos or film of this action, please
contact the USS Hugh Purvis Association and send the
originals or copies of them to the Purvis Association at:
http://hughpurvis.com/

Have You Missed A Newsletter?
Our newsletters are scheduled to go out “around” the 1st
days of March, June, September and December. If you
have not received yours by the 15th of those months,
please contact Ken so he can get another one out to you.
The Post Office has been known to destroy a few each
mailing period.
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Avatars train on Australian Navy's future ship, HMAS Canberra (LHD-1)
Sailors will be able to use 3-D avatars to train on ships that are currently under construction thanks to cutting
edge simulation technology being used in Austral ia. Minister for Defence Materiel Jason Clare visited KBR
in Canberra to see first hand a demonstration of the virtual Landing Helicopter Dock Ship (LHD), created us-
ing CryEngine® 3 -- software developed for computer games. KBR has been contracted by Defence to
create the interactive, three-dimensional replica of the first LHD, HMAS Canberra. Up to 100 personnel at
any one time can use this virtual ship to participate in simulated exercises and emergency response
scenarios from all over the country without having to be in the same location. “KBR has combined gaming
technology and the plans of the LHDs to create a state-of-the-art 3-D model of the Navy ship currently under
construction.” Mr Clare said innovations like this virtual ship represented the future of military training.
“These LHDs are different to any ship the Navy has ever sailed and this simulation gives sailors a head-start
on training to operate the ship. It means our sailors can start learning how to operate these new ships years
before they begin operations. Helicopter pilots can land a virtual helicopter and Navy engineers can train on
the ship’s virtual engines. The level of detail is incredible -- sailors can even find the bunk they’ll sleep in on
board. This can save time and money in the training and operation of these ships.” The hull of the
Canberra was launched in February in Spain where it is being constructed by Navantia. The Canberra’s hull
will arrive in Melbourne in 2013 for further work to be completed at the Williamstown Shipyard before it
becomes operational in late 2014. Australia’s second LHD will become operational the following
year. The LHDs will be the largest ships the Navy has ever operated, eclipsing Australia’s last aircraft
carrier, HMAS Melbourne. Each ship is 230 metres long and can carry a combined armed battle group of
more than 1000 personnel, 100 armoured vehicles and 12 helicopters. They also include a 40-bed hospital.

****From HMAS Canberra web site: http://hmascanberra.com/****


